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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new) r 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims in accordance with the following. 

Please CANCEL claim 25. 

1-13. (CANCELLED) 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server connected with a plurality of multifunction 
machines via a network, the server comprising: 
a plurality of functions; 

a plurality of request processing units in communication with the functions and 
processing function t hat proc e ss requests received from at least one of the multifunction 
machines to execute the functions: 

an assigning unit that assigns one of t he request processing tmftunjts to ftea 
multifunction machine based on fo ea connection reques t from the multifunction machine , and 
sends a completion-of-assignment notification to the multifunction machine , the complet i on of 
a s s i gnm e nt notification indicating that processing of tfre-a function request is possibl e, wherein 
the request processing unit controls executing the function according to a function command 
received from the assigned multifunction machine: 

an assignment canceling unit that cancels the assignment of the request processing unit 
to the multifunction machine 4 when the command of the function th e r e qu e st is not received from 
the assigned multifunction machine w ithin a predetermined amount of time; and 

an information recorder that has multifunction connection Information , the mu l t i funct i on 
connection information having information indicative of whether the multifunction machine is 
acceptable to be i n an operable state in linkage with the server, wherein the connection request 
from the multifunction machine is feeeive dassigned to the request processing unit in the 
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assigning based on the multifunction connection information. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 14, wherein the 
completion-of-assignment notification has information of athe function, and the function is 
processable by the server. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 14, tho server further 
c om pri s ing: 

wherein the function is a fax that faxes image dataj data, and 

wherein the request processing unit controls the fax and sends the image data received 
from the multifunction machine^ when the request processing unit receives from the multifunction 
machine t h e r e qu e st a fax command as the function command t o fax the image data f rom tho 
multifunction machin e. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 14, further comprising * 
wherein the function is a recorder that records image datei data, and 

wherein the request processing unit records the image data received from the 
multifunction machine on the recorder, when the request processing unit receives from the 
multifunction machine a record command as the function command t ho reque s t from4ho 
mu l t i function mochino - t o record the image data. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according claim 14, further comprising: 
a utilizing situation recorder that records utilizing situation information received from the 

plurality of multifunction machines, the utilizing situation information being information how often 
each of the multifunction machines is used; and 

a utilizing situation information transmitter that transmits, when any one of nodes on the 
network makes a request for transmitting the utilizing situation information, the utilizing situation 
information back to said node having transmitted a transmission request. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 18, wherein the 
utilizing situation information transmitter transmits the utilizing situation information to the 
network nodesn ede in accordance with a predetermined schedule. 
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20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 18, the server 
further comprising: 

a destruction detecting unit that detects a destruction of the information recorded on the 
utilizing situation recorder; 

a utilizing situation information managing unit that requests each of the multifunction 
machines to fransmit the utilizing situation information when the destruction detecting unit 
detects the destruction, and again records the transmitted utilizing situation information on the 
utilizing situation recorder. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A storage medium readable by a computer, the 
storage medium storing a program of instructions executable by the computer to perform a 
function as a server, the function comprising: 

providing a plurality of functions: 

providing a plurality of o reeessiflg- F e qu e sts by at le a s t on e of th e request processing 
unit s in communication with the functions and processing function requests , th e r e qu e st b e ing 
received from at least one of the multifunction machine s to execute the functions ; 

assigning one of t he request processing w ttunits to toea multifunction machine based on 
Ihe a connection reques t from the multifunction machine , and sending a completion-of- 
assignment notification to the multifunction machin e r the compl e tion - of - a s signment notification 
indicating that processing of the-a function request is possibl e, wherein the request processing 
unit controls executing the function according to a function command received from the assigned 
multifunction machine : and 

canceling the assignment of the request processing unit to the multifunction machine A 
when the command of the function request-is not received from the assigned multifunction 
machine w ithin a predetermined amount of time, and 

r e cord i ng and having storing multifunction connection information , th e mu l t i function 
connootion informotion indicating whether the multifunction machine is acceptable to be in an 
operable state in linkage with the server, wherein the connection request from the multifunction 
machine is r e c e ived assioned to the request processing unit based on the multifunction 
connection information. 



4 



PAGE 6/14 * RCVD AT 7/18W006 6:36:44 PM [Eastwn Dayfight Time) 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/21 f DN1S:2738300 4 CSID: 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-32 



JUL. 18. 2006 6:38PM STAAS & HALSEY -202-434-1501 



NO. 8998 P. 7 



Serial No. 10^721,512 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of executing multiple functions using 
multifunction apparatuses connected to each other via a network, comprising: 

providing a plurality of functions in a multifunction apparatus: 
providing in the multifunction apparatus a plurality of request processing units in 
communication with the functions and processing function requests received from at least one 
other multifunction apparatus to execute the functions; 

assigning a one of the request processing units to the other multifunction apparatus 
based on a connection request from the multifunction apparatus. proGOSo i na requ e st to a usabl e 
mu l tifu n ction app a r a tus among tho mu l tifunction apparatuses based on oporation content of the 
request and transmitting a notificat i on i ndicative of th e assignment to tho ucab l o mu l tifunct i on 
apparatu so n assignment notification to the multifunction apparatus indicating that processing of 
a function request is possible, wherein the request processing unit controls executing the 
function according to a function command received from the assigned multifunction apparatus : 
and 

canceling the assignment of the request processing unit to the multifunction apparatus, 
when the command of the function Is not received from the assigned multifunction apparatus 
within a predetermined amount of time exe cuting a funct i on via tho usable mu l t i function 
opparotu£HR - a G€ ordanc e with the assigned r eque st, 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 14, wherein the 
server has information of each of the multifunction machines, and the information has at least 
one of a status of the multifunction machine, a type of executable job, an address on the 
network, user information and a type of connection. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server connected with a plurality of multifunction 
machines via a network, the server comprising: 

a plurality of functions: 

a plurality of request processing units in communication with the functions and 
processing function requests t hat process a request - received from at least one of the 
multifunction machines to execute the functions : 

an assigning unit that assigns at least one of the request processing units to thea 
multifunction machine based on th ea connection reques t from the multifunction machine , and 
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sends a completion-of-assignment notification to the multifunction machin e, tho oomp l ot i OFH Sf- 
assignm e nt indicating that processing of the- a function request is possible , wherein the request 
processing unit controls executing the function according to a function command received from 
the assigned multifunction machine : and 

an assignment canceling unit that cancels the assignment of the request processing unit 
to the multifunction machine^ when the command of the function request is not received from the 
assigned multifunction machine w ithin a predetermined amount of time, 

wherein the server has at least one of option information, multifunction machine 
connection information, non-self system linkage information, and intra self-system registration 
address information, the option information is information of a function executable by the server, 
the multifunction machine ? and the non-self system linkage information is used when the server 
a cc e ssed accesses another system on the network, and t he mtre intra self-system registration 
address information is used when the server accesses intra self-system. 



25. (CANCELLED) 
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